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sion. He had been dismissed from the Commissariat at
the general reduction of our establishments, and was now
hesitating whether he had better take up again his views
as to the Kirk, or turn his eyes towards English orders;
and in the mean time he was anxious to find some way of
lightening to his parents, by his own industry, the com-
pletion of his professional education. There ensued a
copious correspondence between him and Scott, who gave
him on all points of his case most paternal advice, and
accompanied his counsels with offers of pecuniary assist-
ance, of which the young man rarely availed himself. At
length he resolved on reentering the Divinity Class at
Aberdeen, and in due time was licensed by the Presby-
tery there as a Preacher of the Gospel; but though with
good connections, for he was "sprung of Scotia's gentler
blood," his deafness operated as a serious bar to his ob-
taining the incumbency of a parish. The provincial
Synod pronounced his deafness an insuperable objection,
and the case was referred to the General Assembly.
That tribunal heard Mr. Gordon's cause maintained by
all the skill and eloquence of Mr. Jeffrey, whose good
offices had been secured by Scott's intervention, and they
overruled the decision of the Presbytery. But Gordon,
in the course of the discussion, gathered the conviction,
that a man almost literally stone-deaf could not discharge
some of the highest duties of a parish priest in a satisfac-
tory manner, and he with honorable firmness declined to
take advantage of the judgment of the Supreme Court.
Meantime he had been employed, from the failure of
John Ballantyne's health downwards, as the transcriber
of the Waverley MSS. for the press, in which capacity
he displayed every quality that could endear an amanu-
ensis to an author; and when the disasters of 1826 ren-
dered it unnecessary for Scott to have his MS. copied,
he exerted himself to procure employment for his young
friend in one of the Government offices in London. Be-
ing backed by the kindness of the late Duke of Gordon,
ixbarrassed circumstances. God knows he has
